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THE EVENTS 

Every year, Feminists for Nonviolent 

Choices hosts an event series that 

focuses on a human rights issue that 

is especially pertinent to women 

and girls. In prior years, we have 

addressed human trafficking, sexual 

objectification, and intimate partner 

violence. This year, in honor of our 

25th Anniversary, we're hosting a 

special series featuring actress  

Margaret Colin. 

Wednesday, March 11 
 9:00 - Margaret Colin speaks at the 

Aquinas Institute 

1:00 - Director of Outreach Rachel 

Peller joins Margaret on WXXI's 

“Connections” with Evan Dawson, 

live on AM 1370 or FM 88.5 or 

streaming on wxxi.org 

6:00 - Margaret speaks at the Little 

Theatre, awards $250 to the winner 

of our multimedia contest, and 

shows a clip of her film, Swing Vote. 

Thursday, March 12 
10:00 - Margaret speaks at Mercy 

High School 

12:00 - Luncheon featuring Margaret 

at the Susan B. Anthony House 

MISSION STATEMENT 

FFNVC is a pro-life,   

pro-woman  organization  

that seeks to open minds to its 

philosophy of pro-life  

feminism, the belief that all  

people,  by virtue of their  

human dignity, have a right to 

live without  violence from  

conception to  natural death. 

2015 Spring Events: 25th Anniversary 

OUR SPEAKER 

MARGARET COLIN 

   Acclaimed actress of stage and screen, Margaret Colin, graciously agreed 

to serve as Honorary Chair for Feminists for Nonviolent Choices. Born in 

Brooklyn, New York, Colin boasts a 30-year stage career in New York on 

and off Broadway and has starred in over a dozen movies and numerous  

television episodes including the current hit series, Gossip Girl.  

   Margaret’s film credits include the Hollywood blockbuster, Independence 

Day with Will Smith, and the political thriller, The Devil’s Own with Brad Pitt 

and Harrison Ford. Many will remember Margaret as Margo Montgomery 

on the daytime soap opera, As the World Turns, where she met and married, 

in real life, her on-screen love interest, Tom Hughes, portrayed by actor 

Justin Deas. In 2000, Margaret earned the Saturn Award for Best Genre TV 

Actress for her role in the series, Now and Again. She played Katherine  

Graham, Editor of the Washington Post, in The Pentagon Papers, as well as 

Jaqueline Onassis on Broadway.  

   Margaret’s commitment to the pro-life cause has led her to testify before 

Congress on behalf of pro-life feminism. In November of 2014, she joined 

Feminists for Nonviolent Choices in sponsoring the Washington, DC, Capital 

City Ball’s advocacy against human trafficking. Proceeds of this event went 

to Global Centurion for its efforts in curbing the destructive tide of modern 

day slavery. In March, Ms. Colin will participate in the 25th Anniversary of 

FFNVC, starring in FFNVC’s annual series, “Faces of Fourth Wave  

Feminism.” She will make appearances at local high schools, on a WXXI  

radio talk show, and at a special luncheon at the Susan B. Anthony House.  

Margaret Colin 

http://www.wxxi.org
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FFNVC in Action 

August 

Deanna Darling, Anne Mulrooney, 

Audrey Sample, Victoria Tucci, and 

Shannon Fitch are pictured here at an  

FFNVC event at Camp Ester in Utica NY 

on August 2. Deanna, Anne, and Victoria 

were FFNVC summer interns for 2014. 

Audrey is a Board member, and  

Shannon is a member. 

The All Things Oz Museum at the L. 

Frank Baum House in Chittenango NY 

held a special event on August 23. 

Above is FFNVC Director of Outreach 

Rachel Peller introducing Board  

Member Carol Crossed. Below, Carol 

speaks there on feminism in the Oz book 

series.  

 

 

September 
In a series of talks at Syracuse  

University, the University of Rochester, 

Nazareth College, and SUNY Buffalo, 

Reggie Littlejohn, founder of Women’s 

Rights without Frontiers, spoke about 

gendercide, the aborting of preborn 

girls. Here is Reggie with members of 

the Kappa Phi Lambda Sorority, which  

sponsored her talk in Syracuse . 

And here are Reggie and Carol with 

some of the students who sponsored her 

at SUNY Buffalo, holding up the full-page 

ad they placed in the UB Spectrum to 

advertise her talk. 

FFNVC co-sponsored the Anna L.  

Wittemam Symposium at Rochester  

Institute of Technology on September 

29. It featured Lila Rose, founder of  

LiveAction, an organization that has  

exposed abortion clinics for failure  

to address rape, racism, and human traf-

ficking. Pictured below left to right: 

Christine Schaefer, Anne Mulrooney, 

Matt Ramsey, Suzanne Stack, Victoria 

Tucci, Audrey Sample, Lila Rose,  

Carol Crossed, Joanne White, Donna 

Kearney, Jennifer Tissot, and Kathy 

McQueen. 

 

 

 FFNVC Board Member Meg Smerbeck 

ran a 10K race to raise funds for Angels 

of Mercy, a local group that provides 

shelter and support for victims of human 

trafficking.  

October 
FFNVC member Shannon Fitch and a 

fellow UR student are pictured here at 

the October 3 Leo Holmsten Human  

Life Award banquet.  

Below is FFNVC member Anne LeBlanc 

introducing the award winners, Fred 

and Pat Amato. 

FFNVC participated in a speakout  

and protest against drone missiles at 

Hancock Air Base in Syracuse. Board 

Member Carol Crossed and Director of 

Outreach Rachel Peller addressed the 

ways that drones are used to make the 

violence of war invisible and private.  

November 

FFNVC was the primary sponsor for the 

Capital City Ball, held in Washington 
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DC, November 24, to raise funds for the 

advocacy work of Global Centurion 

against human trafficking. Global  

Centurion was part of FFNVC’s 2013 

spring human rights events series.  

Pictured above are FFNVC members 

Audrey Sample, Alexi Abarca, and 

Rachel Peller at the FFNVC table. 

In light of the decision that Officer  

Darren Wilson would not be charged 

with the death of Michael Brown, FFNVC 

participated in a rally calling for a  

reform to the justice system. Members 

above joined the crowds in saying that 

black lives matter. 

We launched our first Annual Campaign 

during the holiday season, and the  

response was even better than  

expected. The funds raised from this 

campaign are supporting our spring 

25th Anniversary event series. 

December 

United Way of Greater Rochester hosted 

ROC the Day, supporting FFNVC and 

other Rochester nonprofits. Special 

thanks go to Alexi Abacra and Audrey 

Sample for producing the video.  

FFNVC cosponsored this year's Human 

Rights Day Celebration in Rochester.  

It included a potluck, spoken word  

performance, panel presentation, and 

directed discussion of capitalism and 

human rights. 

Ray Mulrooney, a senior at Irondequoit 

High School, installed new bookshelves 

into the FFNVC office for his Eagle Scout 

project. 

FFNVC in Print 

 

AUGUST 

Deanna Darling and Anne Mulrooney, 

FFNVC 2014 summer interns, wrote  

a letter to the editor of the Rochester 

Democrat & Chronicle highlighting the 

Supreme Court decision to protect  

private employers’ right to prohibit  

coverage for abortifacients. Quote: 

“Answering a survey from the American 

Academy of Family Physicians regarding 

what is important in health care, women 

responded that accessibility to physicians 

with whom they have personal relation-

ships is most significant. Little to no outcry 

has been heard from women requesting 

their employers cover abortion-inducing 

medicines or services.” 

SEPTEMBER 

Kristen Gantley-Chavez, Cicero-based 

liaison for FFNVC, wrote an article in the 

Syracuse Post Standard about Reggie 

Littlejohn, who spoke at Syracuse  

University’s Schine Student Center on 

the topic of gendercide. Quote: “The 

problem of eliminating girl babies  

before birth has escalated to horrific  

proportions. More sophisticated,  

government-supported, low-cost prenatal 

sex determination tests are creating  

a demographic problem of immense  

proportions. For as little as $12 for an 

ultrasound, a family in China can avoid 

having a baby girl… Strangely, sex  

imbalance ratios are not endemic to only 

poor countries or rural areas. It flourishes 

among the best educated and the  

wealthiest. And the female to male  

population imbalance is spreading to 

other Asian countries and to the Balkans. 

Unfortunately gendercide happens in the 

United States.” 

NOVEMBER 
Carol Crossed, FFNVC Board member 

and President of the Susan B. Anthony 

Birthplace Museum in Adams MA was 

cited in a City Newspaper article titled, 

“Stealing Susan B.” The article focused 

on the debate on the official position  

of Susan B. Anthony on abortion. 

Crossed countered the statements by 

Deborah Hughes, President and CEO of 

Rochester’s National Susan B. Anthony 

Museum & House, who is quoted as  

saying, “Anthony left no clear historical 

trail when it comes to abortion.” 

In her counter argument, Carol told City 

reporters: “Anthony’s opposition to abor-

tion is clear. For example, strong anti-

abortion language is used in  

Anthony’s newspaper, The Revolution, … 

and Anthony wouldn’t have allowed that if 

she had disagreed. It’s very, very clear 

that she spoke out against it in all forms.” 

Crossed went on to state: “She used her 

newspaper as a vehicle. Susan B. Anthony 

did not allow her newspaper to be a 

voice for positions she disagreed with.” 

An article in the New York Times  

features the effort of an FFNVC member 

to dispel the prejudices surrounding 

mental illness. Colleen Spellecey, 

FFNVC member, appeared in the  

New York Times in a feature article  

highlighting her work to end the  

anonymity of gravesites at psychiatric 

hospitals. To this day, mental health 

facilities mark graves with only a  

number to “to spare the living and the 

dead from the shame of one’s surname 

etched in stone in a psychiatric hospital 

cemetery.” Ms. Spellecy is working to 

end the anonymity, which she says only 

reinforces the prejudices surrounding 

mental illness.” 

“Ms. Spellecy and other volunteers are 

developing a list of the dead through 

census rolls and other records, and hope 

to secure permission from descendants to 

have those names made public,  

perhaps even in granite. When asked 

why she has committed herself to this 

uphill task, Ms. Spellecy paused to com-

pose herself. With her eyes wet from 

tears, she said, “Every stage of life is very 

sacred. Life deserves to be remembered, 

and revered, and memorialized.” 

 

The articles featured in this section and 

more are available in full on the FFNVC 

website www.ffnvc.org. Click on the 

Publications link for a full listing of 

FFNVC news articles and related links. 

Ongoing 

FFNVC Action has sponsored many 

efforts to support the first nine points  

of  New York’s proposed Women’s 

Equality Act and to defeat Point 10, 

which would expand abortion in NYS. 
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And Now: WHAT’S NEXT? 

can gather together to experience 

healthy relationship building and 

discover the importance of knowing 

about and utilizing community  

resources in helping them to make 

healthy decisions. 

FFNVC is happy to nurture the 

growth of this program, providing a 

501(C)(3) umbrella for its work. We 

look forward to this new grassroots 

endeavor and hope our message of 

peace and nonviolence will take 

root in the hearts of the youth 

served by this excellent effort. 

FFNVC is inspiring me and challenging 

me to verbalize more explicitly the  

inherent nonviolent nature of the  

program. I am indebted to FFNVC for 

allowing “What’s Next?” to walk under 

the umbrella of FFNVC, allowing donors 

to financially support and contribute to 

“What’s Next?” as an IRS-approved 501

(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.  

                    ~ Sr. Nancy Vendura, Director 

As part of an outreach initiative, 

FFNVC has recently undertaken a 

new mission by providing an 

“umbrella” for a Rochester-area 

teen pregnancy support program. 

What’s Next? is an educational  

and wellness program designed  

to assist and support the adolescent 

development of pregnant teen-aged 

girls and to help them grow in non-

violent and respectful behaviors. 

“What’s Next?” creates a  

professionally guided, comfortable, 

safe, and adolescent-friendly  

environment, where pregnant teens 

Abortion, Coercion, and Abuse 

A new report by Feminists for Nonviolent Choices demonstrates that  

a substantial proportion of women presenting for abortion are being  

pressured, bullied, or threatened into their decision.  

Those coercing a woman to abort—typically partners, family members,  

or friends—may threaten to evict a pregnant woman or deny her  

financial assistance unless she aborts. They may emotionally  

manipulate or harass her, and they may even resort to violence. 64% of 

women presenting for post-abortive treatment report feeling coercion 

to abort, and thousands of women have come forward in recent years to 

share testimony of the coercion they experienced. 

There is a demonstrable connection between abortion and coercion and  

intimate partner violence. Women presenting for abortion are substantially more likely to have a history of abuse. 

Relationship abuse is correlated with greater conflict regarding decisions to seek abortion and greater involvement 

by men in pregnancies that end in abortion. Men may become violent if their demands are not met, and one of the 

leading causes of death for pregnant women is murder. 

The report’s author, FFNVC intern Caitlin Fikes said, “Consistently, the researchers studying this topic  

recommend screening for relationship abuse and/or coercion among women presenting for abortions. Despite this, 

abortion clinics and pro-choice groups strongly contest laws requiring clinics to screen for coercion and providing 

protections for women who are being or have been coerced. If abortion clinics and pro-choice groups truly want to 

help women make free decisions, then they need to stop siding with women’s abusers and coercers in this way.” 

Caitlin Fikes 

OUR NEW BOARD MEMBER  

Welcome to FFNVC’s newest board 

member, Mary Smith. A longtime pro-

life activist, Mary came to Rochester 

from Elmyra, Chemung County, where 

she actively participated in the Right to 

Life Committee as a Communications/

Newsletter Coordinator. Most recently, 

she has served as Treasurer for the Adult 

Stem Cell Initiative (ASCI) in Rochester. 

As a member of the Women’s Interfaith 

Coalition, she has helped to provide 

services to women of all denominations. 

Currently, she is the communications 

coordinator for the NY State Board of 

Church Women United, an ecumenical 

group seeking to unite women of all 

faiths in pursuit of social justice. With  

a passion for education and helping  

others, Mary sees education as key to 

bringing change and an end to abortion. 

“Education is the basis for helping  

others. If we can show men and women 

other ways to think about problems or 

crises in their lives, they can make  

decisions based on long-term outcomes, 

rather than decisions that may be  

immediate and violent.” We are  

xtremely grateful that Mary has agreed 

to share her experience and wisdom 

with us by serving as a Board Member 

for FFNVC.  
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OUR NEW OFFICE MANAGER  

 

In October of 2014, FFNVC welcomed a 

new Office Manager, Nicky McGrath, to 

the staff. Nicky studied Biology with a 

deep interest in Bioethics at St. Joseph’s 

College in Standish, Maine. She has 

served as Director for a nonprofit  

environmental organization in Northern 

Maine, where she learned the intricate 

workings of a nonprofit group. Having 

volunteered extensively for her commu-

nity, she brings a level of organization 

and insight that are advantageous for the 

office position. Her inspiration for prolife 

values stems from her mother, who 

raised 9 children through difficult and 

strenuous circumstances.  

With the addition of an office manager, 

we are now able to offer new office 

hours: Tuesdays through Thursdays, 8:30 

am to 1:30 pm. During these hours, we 

encourage you to visit our office library, 

which houses hundreds of books that  

are available for loan on such topics as 

women’s studies, feminism, abortion, 

and consistent life ethic issues. 

Abortion Opponents Tell Supreme 

Court: Pregnancy Discrimination Is 

Anti-Life  
 

On December 3, the United States Supreme Court heard oral  

arguments in Young v. United Parcel Service, a case that will help determine 

what accommodations employers are legally obligated to provide to their 

pregnant employees.  

Peggy Young is a UPS employee who sought light duty after her  

doctor advised her not to lift more than 20 pounds during her pregnancy. 

Although it grants accommodations for other medical needs, UPS refused  

to allow Young to return to work until she was no longer pregnant.  

Women's rights and labor rights organizations filed amicus curiae 

("friend of the court") briefs on behalf of Peggy Young. In addition, 23  

anti-abortion groups signed on to a brief filed by professors from the  

University of St. Thomas School of Law. Some media accounts have framed 

this as a case of “strange bedfellows,” but not everyone finds it strange.  

All Our Lives and Feminists for Nonviolent Choices are two of the 

organizations that joined the pro-lifers' amicus brief. Both groups work to 

address the social and economic factors that put unjust pressure on women 

to have abortions. Both see pregnancy discrimination in employment as an 

example of social structures that fail to respect human life.  

"Our society claims to value children and motherhood so highly,  

and yet we don't value them enough to put them before the maximization  

of profit," stated Jennifer Roth of All Our Lives. "Without reasonable  

accommodations, a pregnant worker might have to choose between  

protecting her health and her baby's on the one hand, and supporting her 

family on the other. If their lives really matter, they're worth the cost of a few 

extra water breaks or a light duty assignment."  

Dr. Mary Dahl Maher, president of Feminists for Nonviolent Choices, 

said, "For a truly pro-woman, pro-life decision, the Supreme Court must rule 

that the 1978 Pregnancy Discrimination Act means employers are to meet 

the needs of pregnant women the same as they would meet the needs of any 

other worker who’s similarly physically restricted. Employer policies that 

are merely 'pregnancy-neutral' are, in fact, prejudiced against pregnancy 

and therefore against women."  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 18 - The Fifth Annual Break for Life, a student-oriented pro-life  

conference at McQuaid Jesuit High School. Diverse workshop topics for  

students from public and private schools. The conference begins at 1:00 pm and 

conclude with a mass with Roman Catholic Bishop Salvatore Matano. For more 

information, contact Chris Hood at 585-473-1130. 

April 27-29 - FFNVC will be represented at the 100th gathering of the Women’s 

International League for Peace and Freedom in The Hague, Netherlands, by 

Rachel Peller, who will be part of the Consistent Life contingent, including  

Rachel MacNair and Lisa Stiller. FFNVC is a Consistent Life endorser. The these 

of this significant event is “Women’s Power to Stop War.” The keynote speaker 

is Nobel Peace Laureate Leymah Gbowee of Liberia, author of Mighty Be Our 

Powers: How Sisterhood, Prayer and Sex Changed a Nation at War,  

May 21– The Susan B. Anthony Birthplace Museum in Adams, Massachusetts, 

opens for the season. For more information, visit the website at http://

www.susanbanthonybirthplace.com. 
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Ways to Give 
FFNVC relies 100% on the         

generosity of its members and 

friends for its operation and  

activities. Please always  

remember to keep your  

membership current with a $35 a 

year donation. We ask you also 

to consider monthly or annual 

contributions above the cost of 

membership so that we may 

continue to be the voice for 

women and the unborn  

throughout NYS and beyond. 

Ways you can give: 

 Contribute $50, $100, or any 

amount during our annual 

ROC the Day Fundraiser. 

 

 

FFNVC  Membership Form 

New Member  Renewal 

 

Name_________________________ 

Address:______________________ 

City_________ State____ Zip_____ 

Best Phone Number_____________ 

Email_________________________ 

Please send membership  

information to a friend: 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

Send $35 ($15 for students) via 

www.ffnvc.org or by check to: 

1255 University Ave. Suite 146 

Rochester, NY 14607 

1255 University Ave, Suite 146 , Rochester, NY 14607 

585.319.4565   www.ffnvc.org 

PRESRT STD 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

ROCHESTER, NY 

PERMIT NO. 14 

 Designate your United Way 

contribution to FFNVC by  

using code 2500. 

 Go to: www.ffnvc.org to  

contribute on line or send a 

check to: 1255 University 

Ave. Suite 146, Rochester, 

NY 14607 

 Give generously during the 

summer fundraising drive. 

As always, thank you for your  

incredible support and  

generosity and please contact us 

with any suggestions or  

concerns. 585-316-4565. 


