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MISSION STATEMENT 

FFNVC is a pro-life,   

pro-woman  organization that 

seeks to open minds to its 

philosophy of pro-life  

feminism, the belief that all  

people,  by virtue of their  

human dignity, have a right to 

live without  violence from  

conception to  natural death. 

The Spring Events 
  

March 13-16 and April 2 
 

 
Thursday 
 
 Melinda Tankard-Reist was interviewed 
via phone by radio host Evan Dawson of 
NPR’s Connections about the prevalence 
of sexual objectification in the media and 
culture. In the second hour, Mary Rose 
Somarriba was interviewed along with 
Lydia Billing, the founder of Trigger  
Warning, “a multi-media photographic arts 
movement which aims to open a societal 
dialogue about rape and its prevalence," 
who worked with FFNVC on our gallery 
exhibition. 
FFNVC and Center for Youth visited the 
7th and 8th grade girls at Young  Wom-
en’s College Prep Charter School in 
Rochester. 
 
Nolica Murray-Fields and Ulandus Morri-
son of the Center for Youth spoke to the 
girls about the problem of local sex  
trafficking and the methods traffickers use 
to lure young girls into prostitution and 
life on the street.  

2014 Spring Event: Sexual Objectification 

OUR SPEAKERS 

MELINDA TANKARD-REIST 

Melinda is an Australian author, speaker,  

columnist, media commentator, blogger 

and advocate for women and girls. 

A co-founder of Collective Shout: for a 

World Free of Sexploitation, Melinda is 

named in Who’s Who of Women 

(Australia) and World Who’s Who of 

Women. 

 

She is well known for her work on the 

objectification of women and the sexuali-

zation of girls and works to address gen-

der-based  violence. She is the author of 

Big Porn, Get Real, Ruby Who? and   

Faking It. http://melindatankardreist.com/ 

 

MARY ROSE SOMARRIBA 
Mary Rose is Executive Editor & Culture 

Editor of Verily Magazine, a publication 

praised by the Huffington Post for its ded-

ication to  non-photo shopped images.   

 She recently completed a journalism  

fellowship exploring the connections  

between sex trafficking and pornography 

and has since  spoken at such universities 

as  Princeton and Yale. 

Mary Rose has moderated panel discus-

sions and written articles critiquing our 

hyper-sexualized culture.  

http:/verilymag.com/ 

 

Nolica demonstrated for the girls 
through storytelling and sharing of actual 
events,  how a trafficker may capitalize 
on unfortunate circumstances in a girl’s 
life and use drugs and alcohol to exert 
control. Ulandus spoke to the girls about  
resources available to them through the  
Center for Youth. 

 
Feminists for Non-Violent Choice and 
the Feminist Coalition at Rochester In-
stitute for Technology co-hosted a 
showing of the documentary “Sexy Baby” 
and led the follow up discussion. 

 

Mary Rose Somarriba 

Melinda Tankard-Reist 

Spring Series continued on page 5 

Rochester Young Women’s College Prep School 

http://verilymag.com/
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FFNVC in Action 

December 
Once again, FFNVC co-sponsored the  

Human Rights Day Dinner and Program at 

the First Presbyterian Church in Rochester. 

“How are Human Rights Affected by Race 

and Class”  included a discussion about what 

happens when “Have-nots” become “Haves” 

followed by a  dramatic reading of “Palmer 

Park” by Joanna McClelland Glass.  

 

January 
FFNVC participated in the Syracuse March 

for Life on January 18th. Participants included 

board member Carol Crossed, Director of 

Outreach & Administration Rachel Peller, 

Advisory Board Member Chris Fadden-Fitch 

and new Syracuse liaison Kristen Gantley-

Chavez.  

 

Many FFNVC representatives also traveled to 

the March for Life in Washington D.C. 

Board member Janice O’Rourke experienced 

the march for the first time and Rachel Peller 

and Audrey Sample had the opportunity to 

attend the 2014 Students for Life Confer-

ence.  While some FFNVC board members 

and members were in Washington D.C. for the 

March for Life, others attended a commemo-

ration event hosted by the Rochester chapter 

of National Organization for Women. Joann 

White, Meg  Smerbeck, Carol Crossed, Han-

nah Murphy, Pat Millon and Kelly Vincent-

Brunacini seated themselves among 25 pro-

choice attendants and listened to the program, 

waiting for their chance to ask questions.  

When the Q&A began, FFNVC’s questions 

directed the course of the conversation. They 

asked questions about the lack of collabora-

tion and dialogue between     pro-life and pro-

choice organizations on such topics as human 

trafficking and poverty, about abortion as a 

form of black genocide and about pro-life as 

an authentic progressive position. There were 

also comments about the predominance of 

young people at the March for Life. Few of 

the questions asked received genuine answers 

but were met with typical rhetoric. While 

NOW did not relish FFNVC’s presence at 

their “celebration”, no one was asked to leave. 

 

FFNVC collaborated with Judicial Process 

Committee to compile care packages for 

imprisoned and recently released women. 

 

February 
FFNVC Advisory Board Member Chris Fad-

den-Fitch and Syracuse Liaison Kristen Gant-

ley-Chavez hosted an information and action 

meet-up in Syracuse. Prospective members 

were able to learn more about FFNVC and its 

activities and attendants had the opportunity to 

write letters to Albany legislators in opposi-

tion to the Women’s Equality Act. 

 

Throughout the winter, FFNVC collected 

more than 250 signatures in a letter to Gover-

nor   Cuomo asking that he recall the NYS 

Assembly in order to pass the first nine points 

of the  

Women’s Equality Act. 

 

When Cecil Richards, President of Planned 

Parenthood, posted a photo of herself holding 

a sign, “Women Need Abortion for Valen-

tine’s Day. FFNVC and others in the pro-life 

community created hashtag #whatwomeneed 

and posted selfies with signs that add to the 

sentence: What Women Need.  

 

March 
Rachel Peller, FFNVC Director of Outreach 

and FFNVC board member Carol Crossed 

attended a concert benefit at the Gandhi 

Institute to raise funds to bring Dr. Bernard 

Lafayette, long time civil rights activist and an 

authority on  nonviolent social change to 

Rochester. 

 

FFNVC’s Carol Crossed was invited to speak 

about Feminism and the Consistent Life Ethic 

at the Life/Peace/Justice Conference in Phil-

adelphia. This conference featured such speak-

ers as Jason Jones and Kristen Day. Director 

of  Outreach Rachel Peller, Youth Liaison 

Audrey Sample and member Lauren  Sample 

also attended, along with 150 individuals who 

share the consistent life ethic.  

 

FFNVC presented a three part series at Roch-

ester’s Nativity Preparatory Academy. In 

part one, former board member Jeanne Gehret 

addressed 5th-8th graders as Susan B. Anthony 

and shared highlights from her life as an 

American suffragist. In part two, volunteer 

Nichole Hungerford spoke at about the social 

justice concerns of early feminists like Eliza-

beth Cady Stanton and Matilda Joslyn Gage 

in front of the travel Restellism wall of The 

Susan B Anthony Birthplace Museum and as 

part three, those who participated in Nicole’s 

presentation were   treated to a tour of  

Rochester’s Susan B. Anthony House and 

Museum in Rochester. 

 

 FFNVC sends a special thank you to the 

SBABM for its grant to host Jeanne, to 

Nichole for her volunteer work to coordinate 

this project, and to those who contributed for 

the cost of the museum tour.  

 

FFNVC met with Marie Morelli, editor and 

opinion leader for the Syracuse Post Standard. 

FFNVC was able to introduce the        

organization and its mission and discuss our 

efforts to have the first nine points of WEA 

passed separately. The meeting was attended 

by Rachel Peller, Director of Outreach and 

Administration, Carol Crossed, board member 

and Kristen Gantley-Chavez, Syracuse Liai-

son.  Shortly after, the Syracuse Post-Standard 

published an article from FFNVC. 

 

April 
FFNVC member Rauncie Ryan, the Office of 

Graduate Studies, and The Center of Women 

and Gender hosted “You are not alone: Voic-

es of Survival from Survivors of Violence, 

An Art and Poetry Show of work by   Sur-

vivors of Victims. 

 

 

Tanishia Johnson, FFNVC board member,   

presented a lecture honoring Dr. Mildred    

Syracuse March for Life Gathering 

Kelly Vincent-Brunacini 

Washington, D.C. 

https://www.facebook.com/SusanBAnthonyBirthplaceMuseum
https://www.facebook.com/SusanBAnthonyBirthplaceMuseum
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Jefferson at Daemen College’s Women’s 

Appreciation Event. This event was hosted 

by Sister to Sister and was attended by more 

than 100 people. 

 

Dr. Mildred Jefferson was the first black 

woman to graduate from Harvard Medical 

School, the first female doctor at Boston   

University Medical Center, a co-founder of 

the National Right to Life Committee and an 

honored guest at the SBA birthday celebration 

at the SBABM in Adams MA in 2010. 

 

Dr. Mary Dahl-Maher, FFNVC VP, spoke at  

Fordham University where she presented, “A 

Feminist Perspective of  Pro-Life Women’s 

Health Care. 

 

FFNVC hosted an information table at the 

First Annual Catholic Women’s Confer-

ence held in Rochester, NY. Jean Parker, 

FFNVC Advisory board member, was a   

primary planner of the event and several 

FFNC members were in attendance. 

 

FFNVC co-sponsored the Judicial Process 

Committee Annual Luncheon where Roches-

ter Mayor Lovely A. Warren was the keynote 

speaker. Executive Director Kelly Vincent-

Brunacini, President Kathy McQueen and 

board members Toi Clawson and Carol 

Crossed attended.  

 

 

 

Suzanne Schnittman, Advisory board member 

is the out-going board president of JPC. 

FFNVC is a supporter of JPC’s New  

Journey, a women’s re-entry program. 

 

 May 

More than 50 members of Feminists for Non-

violent Choices and Feminists Choosing Life 

of NY, Action held a rally to say thank you to 

Senator Robach for his on-going efforts to 

protect human dignity and for his continued 

support and service for women in our state. 

The rally successfully countered 30 pro-choice 

advocates who seek to expand abortion in New 

York through point 10 of The Women’s Equal-

ity Act. The encounter between pro-life and 

pro-choice people was peaceful and comes on 

the heels of a defeat of the Reproductive 

Health Act in the Senate in early May. 

RHA is the abortion component of WEA. 

Tanishia Johnson at Daemon College 

FFNVC says thank you to Sen. Joe Robach 

FFNVC in Print 
DECEMBER 
Board member Tanishia Johnson thanked the 
Rochester D&C for covering the one-woman 
crusade of FFNVC friend Pat Millon.  
 
Pat spent nine days praying and fasting in a 
flimsy tent in an impoverished Rochester 
neighborhood in protest to black-on-black 
violence, drug trafficking, and the devastation 
committed against girls in neighborhood  
abortion clinics: 
 
We should all follow her example by work-
ing to end the poverty, drugs and crime 
that plague our most distressed children.  
Ms. Millon’s story tells us that abortion 
does nothing to eliminate our society’s 
problems. It only eliminates our children 
while continuing the cycle of  
violence. 
 
To read the full story about Pat Millon, please go 
to: http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/
news/local/2013/11/24/woman-camps-out-to-
bring-attention-to-hideous-crimes/3694071/  
Executive Director Kelly Vincent-Brunacini 
countered accusations in the Rochester D&C 
that its opposition to the tenth point of WEA 

belies an anti-woman sentiment: 
 
FCL has advocated for the passage of the 
first nine provisions of WEA since its in-
troduction. We oppose the tenth provision 
because it  removes safety precautions for 
women seeking abortions and removes   
abortion from the penal code, potentially 
allowing practitioners like Kermit Gosnell 
to go unprosecuted… It is regrettable a 
few pro-choice extremists are holding out 
for an “all or nothing” approach, thus 
denying much needed resources to women 
and  their families. 
 

JANUARY 
Janice O’Rourke, board member wrote in 
Rochester’s D&C about her experience at the 
March for Life in Washington D.C.: 
 
As I walked along that snow-covered mall 
to the Capitol and over to the majestic 
steps of the Supreme Court building I 
couldn’t help but notice that so many of 
the faces were young; high school and col-
lege age kids    out-numbered the Baby 
Boomers at least three to one.  

 
I asked my young companion why she 
thought that was. She was quick to  
respond, “We grew up with ultra-sound.” 
So, that was the reason. 
 
Rachel Peller responded to Senator Tim  
Kennedy’s flip-flop regarding the WEA in the 
Buffalo News: 
 
What Kennedy may have forgotten is that 
43% of Democrats oppose abortion in all 
or most cases according to the most recent 
Gallup poll, and only 26% of Americans 
would support the abortion expansion 
component of the Women’s Equality Act, 
which does not actually improve women’s 
equality, but   instead puts our health at 
risk in favor of increased funding for abor-
tion providers, which, according to my 
research, already have more than enough 
money to go around.  
Kennedy may have also forgotten that to 
be progressive means to advocate for the 
expansion of equal right for all human 
beings.  
 

http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/local/2013/11/24/woman-camps-out-to-bring-attention-to-hideous-crimes/3694071/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/local/2013/11/24/woman-camps-out-to-bring-attention-to-hideous-crimes/3694071/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/local/2013/11/24/woman-camps-out-to-bring-attention-to-hideous-crimes/3694071/
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His transition to a pro-abortion-rights  
Democrat is counter-intuitive to this plat-
form, just as it is contradictory to his web-
site, which states that he is focused on 
finding common ground solutions. 
Rachel was also cited in LifeNews.com. 
 

MARCH 
Janice O’Rourke, FFNVC board member, 
appeared as a guest essayist on Rochester’s 
D&C website prior to FFNVC’s Spring     
Series: The Sexual Objectification of Women 
and Girls.: 
 
Our culture creates a pervasive attitude 
which reinforces that women are sexual 
objects and that our worth is tied up in 
our ability to be an attractive sex partner 
first and foremost. It is no surprise that 
young women have bought into this no-
tion, given how inescapable the messages 
are. It has been identified as a major 
health issue by the American Public 
Health Association, leading to eating dis-
orders, cutting behavior and unhealthy 
sexual activity in young girls. 
 
That is the reason the Public Health or-
ganization screened the movie “Sexy Ba-
by” at its annual meeting in November. 
They concluded that sexual objectification 
of young girls contributes to multiple 
health concerns and opens avenues to hu-
man sex trafficking.  
 
To read Janice’s full essay, go to:  
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/
story/opinion/guest-column/2014/03/07/
web-essay-sexy-baby-shines-light-
culture/6165485/ 
 
Audrey Sample, FFNVC youth liaison, ap-
peared as a guest essayist on Rochester’s D&C 
website. Audrey writes poignantly about her 
observations growing up as a girl in a sex-
saturated culture: 
 
To build a culture focused around the  
value and dignity every person holds, we 
need to stop reinforcing the idea to our 
youngest that our value lies within our 
ability to   attract others sexually. Our 
value lies in our kindness, capacity to love, 
our respect for others and our shared hu-
manity. 
To read Audrey’s full essay, go to: http://
www.democratandchronicle.com/story/opinion/
guest-column/2014/03/11/web-essay-examine-
culture-objectification/6300045/ 
 
Carol Crossed, FFNVC board member and 

president of the Susan B. Anthony Birthplace 
Museum remembered the 1983 Women’s 
Peace  Encampment in Seneca Falls. A simi-
lar piece by Carol appeared in the Finger Lakes 
Times in Oct. 2013.The atmosphere at 
WPE had a nurturing feel designed to be 
in blunt contrast to the patriarchal struc-
ture of the military.  Nursery Care, or-
ganic vegetables, arts and crafts were 
starkly different from Depot guards with 
guns and all-terrain vehicles. I unearthed 
my Encampment Handbook. It says, 
‘Nonviolence is the belief in the ultimate 
value of every human person’. ‘Feminism 
seeks to end the domination and subordi-
nation in human relationships and bring 
mutuality to all areas of life.’ Scratched 
in the margins I wrote, “The   power to do 
leads people to deny the existence of an-
other, to consider their existence only in 
terms of one’s own self-interest.   Non-
violence, however, is the power to be. 
 
FFNVC member Colleen Spellecy wrote 
about Mrs. Obama’s missed opportunities 
during the First Family’s spring visit to China 
in the Finger Lakes Times: 
 
As a mother of two girls, it would have 
been an opportune moment to verbalize 
the    outrage to the, “One Child Policy,” 
and sex selection of abortion of baby girls. 
However, Mrs. Obama remained silent. 
As the wife of a Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner, Mrs. Obama could have visited Liu 
Xia, the wife of jailed 2010 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Liu Xiaobo. Liu Xia, recent-
ly returned to house arrest after being 
hospitalized. Such a gesture could have 
brought hope and comfort to a women in 
bondage and been seen as a sign of soli-
darity. This was not part of the trip agen-
da. She missed an opportunity to  witness 
to her daughters about what Chinese 
women suffer and the chance to condemn 
these atrocities. 
 

APRIL 
Rachel Peller, Director of Outreach and 
Administration wrote about the Supreme 
Court’s McCutcheon decision in the Syracuse 
Post: 
 
According to Gallup polling, the majority 
of those with household incomes less than 
$75,000 identify as pro-life, while those 
with more than $75,000 are more likely to 
be pro-choice. With money to spare, pro-
choice advocates are able to pump fund-
ing into organizations that control the 
language we use, influence our culture 
and hold our candidates hostage.  

With even greater power through the 
McCutcheon decision, wealthy pro-choice 
activists are further enabled to maintain 
the status quo: a society in which abortion 
is the unfortunate law of the land and 
remains a Band-Aid approach to issues of 
socioeconomic inequality and gender-
based oppression. 
 
Meg Smerbeck, FFNVC board member wrote 
to the Rochester’s D&C about recent revela-
tions that few abortion clinics in New York 
are    inspected regularly: 
 
When NYS Health Commissioner Dr. 
Nriav Shah resigned, a disturbing facet of 
women’s health news was revealed. 
Through the Freedom of Information Law 
(FOIL), we learned that only 17 of New 
York’s 225  abortion clinics have been in-
spected in the past 13 years. When con-
victed for the deaths of both women and 
children, the trial of Kermit Gosnell 
Women’s Medical Society, better known as 
the House of Horrors, in 2013 revealed 
filth and body parts too graphic for some 
newspaper coverage. 
 
It also exposed Pennsylvania’s governor 
who, pandering to pro-choice constituents, 
decided against required legal procedures 
about clinic safety. 
 
Those insisting on the abortion expansion 
component of Women’s Equality Act 
should ready themselves for more threats 
to women's health if this dangerous bill 
passes. 
 
With no gestational limits, likely less 
oversight, and few to no avenues of legal 
recourse against abortion providers 
strengthened by this bill, clinics will have 
even less reason to comply with safety 
standards. 
 

To Read FFNVC’s IN PRINT for May 
2014: http://www.ffnvc.org/feminists-for
-nonviolent-choices-in-print-may-2014/ 

DID YOU KNOW? 

“In the real world, porn, prostitution 

and sex trafficking are indistinguisha-

ble. Porn is used as advertising  

for prostitution and as a way to  

traffick women.” 

Big Porn, Melinda Tankard-Reist  

and Abigail Bray 

http://www.apha.org/
http://www.apha.org/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/opinion/guest-column/2014/03/07/web-essay-sexy-baby-shines-light-culture/6165485/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/opinion/guest-column/2014/03/07/web-essay-sexy-baby-shines-light-culture/6165485/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/opinion/guest-column/2014/03/07/web-essay-sexy-baby-shines-light-culture/6165485/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/opinion/guest-column/2014/03/07/web-essay-sexy-baby-shines-light-culture/6165485/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/opinion/guest-column/2014/03/11/web-essay-examine-culture-objectification/6300045/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/opinion/guest-column/2014/03/11/web-essay-examine-culture-objectification/6300045/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/opinion/guest-column/2014/03/11/web-essay-examine-culture-objectification/6300045/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/opinion/guest-column/2014/03/11/web-essay-examine-culture-objectification/6300045/
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Friday 
FFNVC hosted a luncheon presentation at the 
Susan B. Anthony House and Museum in 
honor of Women’s History Month. 35 guests 
from several area organizations, including 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children, Gandhi 
Institute, Women’s Care  Center, Alternatives for 
Battered Women, the American Association for Uni-
versity Women, and others were invited to hear 
a live video conference presentation with 
Melinda that focused on the often unrecog-
nized prevalence of sexual objectification in 
media followed by a Q&A.  
Counter the Culture, a collection of thought-
provoking information about sexual objectifi-
cation was prepared for participants.  

To view excerpts from Counter the Culture, please 
visit http://www.ffnvc.org/counter-the-
culture/.For a copy of Counter the Culture, send 
request to:, info@ffnvc.org. 

Saturday 

FFNV hosted a multi-media art exhibit and 
wine-tasting at The Brainery in Rochester. 
This two-room exhibit  featured sculpture, 
photography, painting, video, poetry, dance 
and interactive activities. The exhibits  reflect-
ed different perspectives on and examples of 
objectification. Opening night brought over 
100 visitors, with many others visiting the 
gallery during the following week. 

Special thanks go to Sam Brunacini and Tony 
Blasio for excellent wine pouring and conver-
sation, to all the contributing artists, to all of 
those who helped with the transport, set up 
and take-down of the art, and to Lydia Billings 
of Trigger Warning for her help in making this 
event successful.  

 Our gratitude to Wegmans, White House Liquor, 
Lori’s Natural Foods, Abundance, and Small World 
Bakery for the generous contributions of food 
and wine for this series. 

Sunday 

FFNVC hosted an afternoon presentation and 
book signing with Melinda via live video con-
ferencing at Rochester’s Writers and Books. 
25+ guests explored sexually objectifying 
images in advertising and learned how her 
organization, Collective Shout, has taken action 
against big corporations who put profits ahead 
of the humanity of women and girls. Melinda’s 
books with pre-signed signatures were availa-
ble for purchase. 

Wednesday, April 2 

Feminists for Nonviolent Choices wrapped up the 
spring event with a showing of “Sexy Baby” at 
The Little Theatre in downtown Rochester.  
The film was followed by reflections and a 
Q&A with FFNVC Vice President Mary Dahl-
Maher and Anne Coltre. Mary is a Professor of 
Nursing and Women’s Studies at Nazareth 
College and is passionate about Public Health 
Policy. Anne is a licensed Mental Health  
Counselor at Carriage House Psychotherapy 
and works with clients struggling with addic-
tions to pornography.   Approximately 150 
people were in attendance.  

Thank you to  Katheryne Hassman for her work at 
the information table. Note:  FFNVC’s annual 
spring series is in conjunction with the Gandhi  
Institute’s Season for Nonviolence.  

Spring Series continued from page 1  
MEET OUR NEW LIAISON  
  
Kristen Gantley-Chavez, liaison for FFNVC in 

the Syracuse area, has a Bachelor of Arts de-

gree in Spanish, a concentration in elementary 

education with a 

bilingual extension 

from SUNY Brock-

port (1992) and a 

Master of Science 

in Reading Educa-

tion from SUNY 

Oswego (1998).  

 

It was at Brockport 

where she first heard about Feminists for Life, 

realized the logic of prolife feminism and the 

contradiction in values of pro-choice femi-

nism, and became a  member. She has always 

believed in and supported nonviolent causes to 

end violence such as abortion, war, capital 

punishment, euthanasia and human trafficking. 

Kristen has worked for the Syracuse City 

School District with inner city children in  

bi-lingual programs grades K-5 since 1993.  

In her spare time she has volunteered at a local 

church food pantry and more recently has been 

volunteering at P.E.A.C.E Inc. to support  

programs to improve the lives of people in 

need of all ages.  Kristen is married, has two 

boys ages 9 and 15 and lives in Cicero, NY. 

COUNTER THE CULTURE OF  

SEXUAL  OBJECTIFICATION                 

Limit kids’ and teens’ exposure to all forms 

of media including; television, movies,  

music, internet,  magazines, video games. 

Learn to use parental restriction functions 

on  technology. 

 

Help children and young adults to process 

messages in the media. You can do this by 

questioning a gender portrayal or wonder-

ing aloud about a situation presented on 

television or movie. 

 

Refuse to be critical of your weight, appear-

ance or body. 

 

Have a zero tolerance for porn in your home 

and workplace. 

 

Learn about the link between   porn, sexual 

exploitation, prostitution, abortion and  

human sex trafficking. 

Help people recognize areas where they 

excel and to  develop in areas unrelated to 

physical appearance. 

Learn how to effectively counter the “porn 

is just for fun” mentality by reading the 

works of Melinda Tankard-Reist. 

Audrey and Lauren Sample 

Rachel Peller and Katheryne Hassman  

Participants Skype w/ Melinda at SBA House 

http://www.ffnvc.org/counter-the-culture/
http://www.ffnvc.org/counter-the-culture/
mailto:info@ffnvc.org
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Break for Life: A Student Conference 
      

Meet our Summer Interns 

THANK YOU! 
 

Feminists for Nonviolent Choices would like 

to thank all of its members and friends for 

their generous contributions during ROC the 

DAY 2013. Special thanks go to Jean Baric-

Parker, FFNVC advisory board member, for 

her matching contribution. 

Thank you to all of our terrific volunteers 

who help tremendously through letter writ-

ing, phone calls, envelope stuffing and sup-

port in the office and on the streets. You are 

the best! 

 

 CONGRATULATIONS TO            
SUZANNE STACK! 

 

FFNVC congratulates member Suzanne 

Stack on her recent hire as the Life Issues 

Coordinator in the Rochester Catholic    

Diocese. 

 

GOOD LUCK! 
 

FFNVC says Bon Voyage to Rachel Peller, 

Director of Outreach and Administration as 

she embarks on the next leg of her journey 

at Syracuse University. It’s been a tremen-

dous year of growth for FFNVC and she has 

been responsible for a huge part of it. We 

will miss her and look forward to her return 

to us ASAP! 

On April 5th, FFNVC co-hosted the Break 
for Life, a student centered pro-life confer-
ence for college, high school, and middle 
school students. The full day conference 
included keynote speakers, choice of 
break-out sessions, opportunities to visit 
the information tables of a wide variety of 
pro-life organizations, and fun raffles and 
prizes.  
As a primary planner for the event, 
FFNVC’s Director of Outreach Rachel 
Peller enlisted Executive Director Kelly 
Vincent-Brunacini, Director of Projects 

Hannah Murphy, and board member 
Tanishia Johnson as presenters. Kelly 
offered an  introduction to Pro-Life  
Feminism; Hannah was a panelist on the 
topic of Modern Day Slavery along with 
Nolica Murray-Fields from the Center for 
Youth and Jennifer Wolfley from Paper 
Bag Ladies of Rochester; and Tanishia 
presented “Ambitions of a Black Pearl: 
The Journey of a Teenage Mother." 
Other presenters included Lori Kehoe 
(New York State Right to Life), Missy 
Martinez (Students for Life of America), 
Aimee Murphy (Life Matters Journal), 
and Jason McGuire (New Yorkers for 
Life).  Journey of a Teenage Mother is availa-
ble on Amazon.com 
 
Special thanks to Nichole Hunger-
ford, Janice O’Rourke, and Ralphy 
Johnson for helping out at FFNVC’s 

information table! 

 

http://www.ffnvc.org/break-for-life

-2014-photo-gallery/ 
Nolica Murray-Fields and Hannah Murphy 

Alexi Abarca: Office Intern 
Summer Intern Alexi Abarca, a recent 
high school graduate, has always felt a 
deep passion for social justice, and feels 
that this passion must lend itself to  
action. Her efforts in recent years have 
included volunteering at senior homes 
and various organizations in the com-
munity and raising money to support 
efforts to fight human trafficking. 
Through dialogue with friends and  
family and writings on her personal 

blog, she has been able to make connec-
tions that have continued to encourage 
her in her pursuit for justice.  
She plans to attend Roberts Wesleyan 
to pursue a major in Clinical Psycholo-
gy in hopes of utilizing this training to 
service victims of injustice and abuse, 
while maintaining a consistent life ethic 
throughout her work. 
 
DeAnna Darling: Office Intern 
DeAnna Darling is a student of Business 
Administration at Misericordia Univer-
sity, with a  specialization in Marketing. 
An active member of the Student   
Government Association and Business 
Professional Association, DeAnna was 
also instrumental in the creation of her 
university’s Students for Life chapter. 
After being introduced to prolife    
feminism in high school, she has been 
interested ever since. She seeks to initi-

ate positive dialogue about developing a 
consistent life ethic. DeAnna has partic-
ipated in fundraising and outreach    
efforts for Children of Rural Africa, a 
Nigerian-based organization that seeks 
to improve education, healthcare, and 
agricultural aspects of rural African 
communities. She spent her spring 
break working with an organization in 
Philadelphia that served the needs of 
children, women, and those with spe-
cial needs. When she has time to spare, 
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DeAnna enjoys photography, spending 
time with her sheep, and being outside. 
 
Caitlin Fikes: Research Intern 
Caitlin Fikes is passionate about many 
causes, including feminism, human 
rights, conservation, sustainability,  
animal welfare, and scientific literacy. 
Prior to joining FFNVC, Caitlin com-
pleted a B.S. in Marine Science and Bi-
ology at the University of Miami. In 
college she was active in SCUBA Club, 
Aquarium Club, and marching band. 
Caitlin has been a first responder at a 
pilot whale stranding with the Marine 
Animal Rescue Society, volunteered 
with    endangered Giant Tortoises in 
the Galapagos Islands, and spent a sum-
mer researching marine ecology at the 
Virginia Institute of Marine   Science. 
Caitlin also volunteers with no-kill   
animal rescues and has dabbled in wild-
life rehabilitation. She believes strongly 
in educating the public and has given 
presentations on a myriad of topics, 
from sustainable seafood to sexual ori-
entation minorities. Caitlin has been a 
vegetarian since the age of twelve and 
grew up in the cornfields of Iowa and 
Wisconsin. In her spare time she enjoys 
reading, bird-watching, and playing 
with her two beautiful cats. She is    
excited to be a part of FFNVC and raise 
awareness of pro-life feminism and the 
consistency of treating both mothers 
and unborn children with compassion 
and respect. 
 
Anne Mulrooney: Office Intern 
Anne Mulrooney is an English major 
with a creative writing focus at the  
University at Buffalo. She is the vice 

president of UB’s prolife club, in which 
she works to make her peers aware of 
abortion’s injustice and violence 
through respectful dialogue, educated 
displays and pro-life literature. Putting 
words into action, she has volunteered 
at local pregnancy and homeless shel-
ters. Anne hopes to further educate all 
people on the violence of abortion and 
advocate for loving options for women 
in crisis. She believes in the power of 
conversation, and that a consistent pro-
life ethic has the power to change the 
hearts and minds of this generation.  
In her spare time, Anne enjoys running 
and writing poetry. She finds great joy 
in warm socks, Studio Ghibli films, and 
tomato soup, and carries a book  
wherever she goes. 
 
Victoria Tucci 
Victoria Tucci is a senior in college, 
working on a degree for History along 
with an art minor at Xavier University. 
She hopes to go on to get her masters 
in Library Science and become 
an Archivist in the future. She has had 
her photographs published by Nikon, 
Capture Rochester, and displayed at 
Image City Photography. She was the 
founder and president of the Students 
for Life club at Our Lady of Mercy 
High. Victoria currently is a Sabre on 
Xavier’s fencing team and is a basket-
ball coach in her free time. She consid-
ers herself an activist, a Pro-life Femi-
nist, a bibliophile, and an enthusi-
ast. She’s the one with a flower in her 
hair, drinking coffee while doing     
research. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Weekend of Aug. 2nd- Youth Liaison 

Audrey Sample will be speaking about 

Prolife Feminism at Camp Esther, a 

prolife camp for youth in Utica, NY. 

Aug. 23rd- Board member Carol 

Crossed will appear for the All Things 

Oz Museum at the Suds Factory in Sy-

racuse at 1:30. Please visit their Face-

book page to learn more about the mu-

seum. 

www.facebook.com/allthingsoz.com 

September 29th - FFNVC will be  

attending the 2nd annual Anna L.  

Witteman Symposium with keynote 

speaker Lila Rose, president of Live 

Action. The Symposium will be at  

Roberts Wesleyan College, Rochester. 

October 7th - FFNVC will be collabo-

rating with Adult Stem Cell Initiative on 

a public showing of award winning doc-

umentary Eggsploitation. Please visit 

www.ffnvc.org in the fall for time and 

location.  

Our office interns will be coordinating a 

community event or project sometime 

during August.   

Check http://www.ffnvc.org/  for  up-

dates. 

December 2nd - Help us ROC the 

DAY by donating to us on this annual 

day of giving. You can also allocate 

your annual United Way Contribution to 

FFNVC by using code 2500. 

https://www.roctheday.org/ 

VISIT US ON THE WEB: WWW.FFNVC.ORG 

http://www.ffnvc.org/
http://www.ffnvc.org/
https://www.roctheday.org/
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Ways to Give 
FFNVC relies 100% on the         

generosity of its members and 

friends for its operation and activi-

ties. Please always remember to 

keep your membership current 

with a $35/year donation. We ask 

you to also consider monthly or 

annual contributions above the 

cost of membership so that we 

may continue to be the voice for 

women and the unborn throughout 

NYS and beyond. 

Ways you can give: 

 Contribute $50, $100 or any 

amount during our annual 

ROC the Day Fundraiser. 

 

 

 

FFNVC  Membership Form 

New Member  Renewal 

 

Name_________________________ 

Address:______________________ 

City_________ State____ Zip_____ 

Best Phone Number_____________ 

Email_________________________ 

Please send membership infor-

mation to a friend: 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

Send $35 ($15 for students) via 

www.ffnvc.org or by check to: 

1255 University Ave. Suite 146 

Rochester, NY 14607 

Feminists for Nonviolent Choices 

1255 University Ave, Suite 146 , Rochester, NY 14607 

585.319.4565   www.ffnvc.org 
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 Designate your United Way 

contribution to FFNVC by  

using code 2500. 

 Go to: www.ffnvc.org to  

contribute on-line or send a 

check to: 1255 University 

Ave. Suite 146, Rochester, 

NY 14607 

 Give generously during the 

summer fundraising drive. 

 

As always,  thank you for your  

incredible support and generosity 

and contact us with any sugges-

tions or concerns. 585-316-4565 


