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MISSION STATEMENT:
FCLNY is a pro-life, pro-woman organization that seeks to open minds to its philosophy of pro-life feminism, the belief that

all people, by virtue of their human dignity, have a right to live without violence from conception to natural death.

Mary Dwelley Voice for Life Award Presented to Michele Sterlace-Accorsi
Feminists Choosing Life was proud to

present the 2013 Mary Dwelley Voice for Life
Award to Michele Sterlace-Accorsi for her
immense contribution to the defeat of the
abortion component of the Women’s Equality
Act, for her on-going commitment as FCL’s
Buffalo liaison and for years of dedication to
women and their children.

As spokesperson for Feminists Choosing
Life Action, Michele was instrumental in
leading the charge against the passage of Gov.
Cuomo’s Women’s Equality Act. Through
editorials, interviews with NY newspaper
reporters, radio appearances and personal
visits to NY legislators, Michele was able to
articulate how WEA, with its abortion compo-
nent, was detrimental to women’s health and
how it would increase the already outra-
geously high abortion rates in our state. Her

most notable contribution to statewide opposi-
tion to WEA came with an appearance on
YNN Capitol Tonight with Liz Benjamin.
During the interview with Ms. Benjamin,
Michele was able to call on her many years of
legal expertise to forcefully counter arguments
in support of WEA, including the often
repeated but false claim that WEA would
merely update outdated abortion law in New
York.

Prior to her position as FCLA
spokesperson, Michele served the Children’s
Legal Center of Buffalo as trial attorney and
advocate for minors in Erie County Integrated
Domestic Violence Court, the NYS Supreme
Court and Erie Country Family Court.

Michele graduated cum laude from
University of Buffalo School of Law and is
the mother of 5 grown children. Michele’s

mother, Nancy and daughter Migella were
present to see Michele accept her award.

Feminists Choosing Life Action is a
newly formed 4013c whose purpose is to
advance pro-woman/pro-life legislation in
New York State.

On June 6th, FCL held its annual members
meeting in conjunction with the grand opening
of its new headquarters at 1255 University
Ave. in Rochester, NY. 40+ local members
were present to tour the new space and enjoy
refreshments prior to the opening of the
meeting. 

On hand for this occasion were several
special guests including Clark Forsythe of
Americans United for Life,  Dr. Elizabeth Rex
of The Childrens First Foundation and
Michele Sterlace-Accorsi, spokeswoman for
Feminists Choosing Life Action.

Dr. Rex gave an overview of The Childrens
First Foundation state license plate project
with focus on the status of the availability of

“Choose Life” plates in New York.
Unfortunately, despite a New York federal
district court ruling ordering NY to make these
plates available, the NYS DMV is once again
appealing the court’s decision. Dr. Rex and
CFF are asking all pro-life New Yorkers to
contact Governor Cuomo’s office and respect-
fully demand that he approve the “Choose
Life” license plate and discontinue the state’s
violation of CFF’s freedom of speech.

Following Dr. Rex’s presentation, the
meeting moved ahead with the presentation of
the Mary Dwelley Voice for Life Award to
Michele Sterlace-Accorsi for her exceptional
work as spokesperson for FCLA during the
active opposition to the abortion component of
Gov. Cuomo’s Women’s Equality Act in the
winter and spring of 2013.

Highlights of FCL’s activities and the
financials for 2012-2013 were presented and a
new slate of officers approved. At the close of
the meeting, FCL advisory board member,
Suzanne Schnittman challenged members to
increase their level of financial contributions
to FCL and offered to match all summer
giving up to $5,000. We thank Suzanne and
every member who stepped up to make the
summer giving challenge a success.

Dr. Elizabeth Rex of The Children First

Hannah Murphy, Grace Rieck and Amy
Crossed-Rieck

If you would like to learn more about the
status of the NY State “Choose Life” license
plate, please visit www.thechildrenfirst.org. If
you would like to contact Governor Cuomo’s
office regarding his delay in approving the
plate, please call (518) 474-8390 or send an
email to:
http://www.governor.ny.gov/contact/Governor
ContactForm.php.

Michele Sterlace-Accorsi and Migella
Accorsi
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Women’s Equality Act DEFEATED On June 21st 2013
After many months of heated contro-

versy and struggle, Governor Cuomo’s
Women’s Equality Act (WEA) was
defeated on June 21, 2013.

The NY Assembly voted 98-47 to pass
the WEA and the Senate, forced by a
hostile amendment introduced by Sen.
Jeff Klein, voted 32-31 against an attempt
to attach it to an unrelated medical
records bill, thus defeating WEA by one
vote. The Senate then voted to pass the
non-abortion components of WEA sepa-
rately while, despite a request from Gov.
Cuomo, the Assembly refused to pass the
non-abortion points saying that they
would not settle for anything less than
“full equality”.

While FCL is pleased that the abortion
expansion component was blocked, the
defeat of WEA in its entirety is a bitter-
sweet victory for women and the unborn.
New York women will now have to
continue on without the other benefits of
the WEA because the Assembly and so-
called pro -women’s organizations could
not see their way clear to approve the
plan without abortion inclusion.

By failing to deliver 9 of the 10 points
of the WEA, the Women’s Equality
Coalition, the governor, the Assembly and
his pro-choice lawmakers have made it
clear they are willing to disenfranchise
New York women and deny them a
myriad of long overdue rights and protec-

tions to appease their own special inter-
ests.

Throughout the legislative session,
leaders and members of FCL and FCL
Action worked tirelessly with the other
organizations within New Yorkers for Life,
to educate legislators and people around
the state about how WEA would increase
abortion access and decrease women’s
safety. Through use of social media, press
releases, editorials, legislative visits,
demonstrations and extensive phone call
outreach and letter writing campaigns,
New York pro-woman/pro-life leaders and
supporters made their voices heard to
save New York from the largest expansion
of abortion since the Roe v Wade decision
40 years ago.

October

On a recent trip to New York City,
FCLNY’s new Director of Outreach and
Administration, Rachel Peller, had the
opportunity to meet with student groups,
pro-life activists, crisis pregnancy center
employees, and peace/anti-violence
organizations. Among the organizations
she was able to meet with were
Fordham’s Respect Life group, Kathleen
Scanlon, adjunct professor at Fordham
University, Rev. Samaris Gross of
Democrats for Life, Expectant Mother
Care Center, Midtown Crisis Pregnancy
Center, Human Rights Review, Manhattan
Right to Life and anti-abortion advocate
Chris Slattery.

She distributed over 200 pieces of
FCLNY literature, particularly near

FCL Across New York State
campuses and abortion centers, and spoke
with over 50 people about FCLNY’s
mission and value statement. 

The New York City trip was an oppor-
tunity for Feminists Choosing Life to
establish networks and to work toward
developing programs that will be effective
and efficient. In a city with a 41% abor-
tion rate, there is clearly more that can be
done to end abortion. Existing whole-life
organizations in the city need our support,
and we’re excited to work with them.

If you live in the NYC area and are
interested in volunteering for upcoming
projects, please contact Rachel at
rachel.peller@feministschoosinglife.org

Rachel Peller, FCL Director of
Outreach and Administration, attended the

New York State’s Right to Life
Convention in Oneonta on October 19th

along with 250 other anti-abortion advo-
cates. Key speakers for the day included
Courtney Elizabeth, an abortion survivor
who shared her story, Burke J. Balch, JD,
who presented on the results of the health

continuted on page 3

As many of you concerned with equality and justice and
those active in issues concerning women and the poor know,
the defeat of the WEA was a victory against abortion expan-
sion but it also represented a loss of the other nine points
within the legislation that deal with the real needs of NYS
women and their children. These lost benefits include:

• Far Pay Equity
• Tougher domestic violence and sex trafficking penalties,
• An end to pregnancy, source of income and housing
• discrimination

In response to this unjust loss, FCLNY Action is asking for
signatures to a petition demanding that the NYS Assembly take
a separate vote on each of the nine non-abortion related points
within WEA during the upcoming legislative session.
If you would like to have your name added to this petition,
please send your name and contact information to: femi-
nistschoosinglifeact@gmail.com. Please be sure to include a
phone number where you can best be reached so that we may
confirm your intention for your name to be added.
Thank you for your prompt attention to this important petition.

The Defeat of WEA is not Enough!
Sign Our Petition

 



care act, Jessica Rodgers, who discussed
the false perception of Planned
Parenthood, and Mary Spaulding Balch,
JD, who urged New Yorkers to continue
sharing the reality of the WEA abortion
segment.

As part of FCL’s participation in the
convention, Rachel hosted a special youth
gathering where she was able to share
FCL’s mission with the forty+ high school
and college students. FCL also had a
featured ad in the event program.

Rachel was excited and energized by
her experience at the convention. FCL
extends a huge thank you to NYSRTL
and Central New York Coalition for Life
for hosting such a terrific and positive
pro-life event.

FCL’s board director, Carol Crossed
was instrumental in organizing an appear-
ance by Abby Johnson, former Planned
Parenthood director on NPR’s 1370
Connection radio broadcast. During the
hour interview, Johnson discussed her
transformation from abortion supporter to
pro-life leader, revealed Planned
Parenthood’s lack of consistency with
reporting suspected sexual abuse of
minors, talked about Planned
Parenthood’s role in cooperating with sex
traffickers, addressed misconceptions
about back-alley abortion numbers and
talked about the evidence supporting the
existence of fetal pain.

Rachel Peller, FCL’s Director of Outreach
and Administration attended, “Women
and War: The Lineage of Women

Peacemakers” with speaker Suzanne
Stanley, a teacher of the historic role of
woman as peacemakers.

Rachel Peller, FCL’s Director of
Outreach and Administration and Audrey
Sample, FCL Youth Liaison, attended
“Take Back the Night” at the University
of Rochester.  The evening’s theme was
Break the Silence, End the Violence with
featured keynote speaker Renee Heininger
of Students Active for Ending Rape
(SAFER). This national rape awareness
program also featured many organization
information tables, art displays, victim
testimonies, a slideshow and a walking
vigil.

For more information about Take Back
the Night, please visit TakeBacktheNight.org

September
Jean Baric, FCL Advisory Board

member, attended a public meeting hosted
by NY NOW and the Women’s Equality
and Liberation Defense (WELD) titled,
WEA, What’s Next? At this meeting,
supporters of Gov. Cuomo’s Woman’s
Equality Act gave their explanations of
why they believe the bill failed and led a
discussion about possible next moves for
the WEA. When asked by an audience
member what could be done to activate
the 850 members of the Women’s Equality
Coalition (WEC), the response from the
opposition leadership was to say that acti-
vation of members of the coalition would
be a challenge since the passage of WEA
is not the primary goal of most of the
organizations listed in the coalition.
This response confirms the assessment
made by FCL and other members of New
Yorkers for Life that the WEC is merely a
list of NY businesses that support
women’s equality rather than a true coali-
tion of organizations willing to fight for
Governor Cuomo’s Women’s Equality Act
with its inclusion of massive abortion
expansion.

As part of its Consistent Life Ethic,
FCL co-hosted the Southwest Gun
Buyback. This program, in partnership
with the RPD offered debit/gift cards in
exchange for guns and ammunition. $25-
$100 was offered to participants
depending on the type and condition
(non-working or working) of the weapon.
FCL Youth liaison Audrey Sample and
FCL member Lauren Sample were
present to represent FCL.

As part of FCL’s on-going commitment
to raise awareness about human sex-traf-
ficking in New York, FCL Co-sponsored
STOP THE TRAFFICKING-END

THE CYCLE 5K along with Angels of
Mercy and many other local organiza-
tions. Project Coordinator Hannah
Murphy and FCL Vice President Mary
Maher were among 300+ people to run in
the event which raised over $10,000 in
aid for victims.

FCL co-hosted the first Anna L.
Witteman Symposium in collaboration
with Care Net Center of Greater Orleans
and friends of Roberts Wesleyan College.
The symposium welcomed keynote
speaker Abby Johnson, former manager
of a Texas Planned Parenthood and
founder of And Then There Were None, an
organization that offers guidance and aid
to clinic workers seeking to leave the
abortion industry.

Abby’s presentation focused on
circumstances that led her to leave
Planned Parenthood including participa-
tion in an ultrasound led abortion and
mandated monthly sales quotas for the

abortion procedure.  To learn more about
Abby’s story, read Unplanned: The
Dramatic True Story of a Former Planned
Parenthood Leader’s Eye-Opening
Journey across the Life Line.

The namesake for the symposium,
Anna L. Witteman was a missionary with
the House of Redeeming Love which is
now Deaconess Home Pregnancy &
Adoption Services.

Robin Flaherty, Audrey Sample,
Kathleen McQueen, Lauren Sample
with Abby Johnson

FCL Across New York State
continuted from page 2

Hannah Murphy & Mary Maher

continued on page 5
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October
Carol Crossed, FCL board member

and president of the Susan B. Anthony
Birthplace Museum wrote about the
1983 Seneca Women’s Peace
Encampment in the Finger Lakes
Times:
Women and peace are common to
Western New York.  In 1959 Iroquois
Confederacy women gather in Seneca
to demand an end to wars among
nations. In 1848, Elizabeth Cady
Stanton called for suffrage in Seneca
Falls. The inaugural edition of
Rochester’s Susan B. Anthony’s
women’s rights newspaper, The
Revolution, condemned “standing
armies”… In years hence; I believe
some women’s values have shifted
away from the rights of the human
community to live into the rights of
the individual to kill.

September
Kelly Vincent-Brunacini, FCL execu-

tive director responded to a University
of Rochester rally celebrating
Abortionists in Rochester’s Democrat &
Chronicle:
I suspect abortionists themselves
would rather not be the focus of too
much public attention. How many of
them actually entered medical school
with dreams of becoming abortion-
ists? It seems more likely that
physicians who spend their careers
harming humans rather than healing
them have had their own circum-
stances go terribly wrong.

August
In a letter to the Albany Times, FCL

friend R. Miller praised FCLNY Action’s
Albany billboard, “Enough is Enough
and asked this important question:
The Supreme Court justices, in
passing Roe vs. Wade, clearly stated
they could not establish when
“personhood” occurs. If established,
the abortion issue would collapse and
the “person” would be protected by
the 14th Amendment. In fact, science
and technology have progressed
greatly since that ruling. We now
know a heartbeat can be detected at
five to six weeks. Isn’t a beating heart

“personhood” enough?

As part of an on-going investigation
into pro-life vs. pro-choice political
campaign contributions, Rachel Peller,
then summer intern for FCL, had this to
say about NARAL Pro-choice NY in
the Albany Times:
In another attempt to disguise
funding, NARAL Pro-choice NY peti-
tioned for and was awarded
exemption from donor-disclosure; the
only group [in NY] allowed to do so.
NARAL Pro-choice NY was one of
only three NARAL Pro-Choice State
PAC’s active in campaign financing
in 2010 or 2012.  It spent five times
more than the other two active PAC’s
combined. NARAL NY’s 527
Committee took in over $100,000, but
has $0 listed in expenditures. Where
that money has gone is unclear.
NARAL NY already has a problem
with transparency, and the recent

exemption only exacerbates that. It
serves to further obfuscate the extent
of political funding provided by pro-
choice groups. Nobody, after all, likes
a special interest group with that
much money. And let’s face it: pro-
choice groups have a LOT of money.

And this in Rochester’s Democrat &
Chronicle:

When special interest groups control
campaign funding, they control our
legislators. Our political decision-
makers become beholden not to their
constituents, but to their biggest
financial contributors.  It takes
money to win elections, and it’s clear
that pro-choice organizations have
plenty of money to go around. And
even worse: They have the political
know-how to conceal it from the
public.

(To read Rachel’s full report about
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abortion campaign contributions, please
go to: http://www.feministschoos-
inglife.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/
Campaign-Contributions-Report.pdf)

Kathy McQueen, FCL president
comments on the disparate funding
between pro-life and pro-choice polit-
ical campaigns at both the local and
national level in Rochester’s Democrat
& Chronicle:
In the 2010 and 2012 election cycles,
pro-choice political action committees
spent $25 million on campaigns
compared with $900,000 from pro-
life PACs, according to FCLNY
research. Polls consistently show
Americans’ views as 50/50 on abor-
tion rights. So, while public opinion
is evenly split on the issue, campaign
money is not.

June
In the Syracuse Post, Kelly Vincent-

Brunacini points to the inclusion of
abortion rights as the common downfall
of the Equal Rights Amendment and the
Women’s Equality Act and highlights
Alice Paul’s disapproval of feminism’s
pursuit of abortion rights:
Alice Paul believed abortion to be
“the ultimate exploitation of women”
and before her death, confided in
feminist, Pat Goltz, her belief that the
abortion issue would eventually
destroy feminism. When we consider
the fierce controversy of the past
several months surrounding the abor-
tion component of the Women’s
Equality Act and all that has been lost
in its wake, Paul’s prediction again
proves true. When will we learn?

In one of many press releases about
Governor Cuomo’s Women’s Equality
Act, FCL’s Buffalo liaison and FCL
Action’s spokesperson Michele
Sterlace-Accorsi had this to say:
The bill is perverse. By supposedly
elevating abortion in NY State, the
bill actually takes away legal rights
and public health protections for
women. It shifts power from patients
to providers, and deregulates
providers. They will get less informa-
tion, and it will lower the standard of
care. The abortion plank — Point 10
— will eliminate reasonable health
regulations, such as informed
consent, clinic regulations, and
parental notification.

FCL in Print
topic related documentary, radio appear-
ances, public lectures by national experts
and a networking opportunity for profes-
sionals at the SBA House in Rochester, NY.
As spring 2014 approaches, please watch
your inbox, mailbox or visit us on Face
book or www.feministschoosinglife.org

It’s a Girl: Dates TBA
As a follow up to FCL’s 2012 focus on
Human Sex Trafficking and Female
Gendercide, FCL and student life groups
will host showings of the award-winning
documentary, “It’s a Girl” at various
college campuses around New York.
Check our website or Face Book page for
dates which we post as the dates become
available.

Roc The Day is December 11, 2013
FCL will once again participate in the on-
line giving event sponsored by the United
Way of Greater Rochester. On December
11th, simply go to: www.ROCtheday.org
to make an on-line donation to FCL using
their secure payment platform (credit card
payment or PayPal). If you would rather
give by phone on December 11th, please
call 1 800 242-0238 and have your credit
card number ready. You can make a dona-
tion of any amount between midnight on
12/11 until midnight 12/12.

FCL’s 3 day spring Event: Date TBA
Topic: The sexualization of our youth.
This annual spring event will include
visits to college campuses, a showing of a

Upcoming Events

June
Several members of FCL including

board president, Kathy McQueen, advi-
sory board member Eileen Verdino and
FCL Seneca Falls co-liaison Colleen
Spellecy traveled to Albany to participate
in New Yorkers for Life STOP THE
EXPANSION rally in the Senate building.
The day included educational gatherings,
visits with senators for the purpose of
educating them about how WEA would
expand abortion in New York and oppor-
tunities to speak with representatives 
from the governor’s office. 

When Governor Cuomo decided that
he would announce the details of his
Women’s Equality Act at the Women’s
Rights National Park in Seneca Falls,
FCL responded quickly to organize an
opposition rally on site. With less than a
day’s notice approximately 100 pro-life
people from Rochester, Buffalo, Syracuse,
Seneca Falls, Waterloo and Ithaca gath-
ered outside Wesleyan Chapel where the
Governor was speaking to the same

FCL Across New York State continuted from page 3

Kelly Brunacini, Carol Crossed, Ayesha Kreutz, Joanne White and Chris Mitch.
Rear: Meg Smerbeck

number of WEA supporters. Pro-life/pro-
woman supporters were angered that
Governor Cuomo dishonored early
American Suffragist by choosing the site to
announce his plans for the largest expan-
sion of abortion since R v W.  American
Suffragists were overwhelmingly opposed
to abortion.

In response to reports that Senator Ted
O’Brien would vote yes to the WEA, FCL
and FCL Action organized a peaceful
demonstration outside of his Penfield, NY
office. Approximately 50 people held pro-
woman/pro-life signs for the passing traffic.

FCL and FCL Action sponsored a counter-
demonstration at the Susan B. Anthony Park
in Rochester, NY in response to a demonstra-
tion sponsored by Rochester NOW and other
local pro-choice organizations. Once again,
pro-life supporters showed up to the counter
demonstration in equal numbers to those in
support of WEA. FCL Action released this
statement to the press: “the use of the SBA
Park for the promotion of abortion expansion
is a violation of the early suffragists’ anti-
abortion position”.
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Feminists Choosing Life is happy to
welcome the newest member of the FCL
team, Rachel Peller.  Rachel spent the
summer as an intern for FCL and has
returned to us after a two month intern-

ship with the Susan B. Anthony
Birthplace Museum where she began to
write a book about pro-life themes within
SBA’s newspaper, The Revolution.

She has a degree from Iowa State
University in Women and Gender Studies
and is a National Merit Scholar who has
worked as a volunteer with Birthright of
Ames in Iowa and was actively involved
in the ISU Students for Life organization.

In addition to her passion for a
Consistent Life Ethic, Rachel is also
interested in gender and environmental
justice.

As one of her first tasks at Director of
Outreach, Rachel will be organizing
volunteers throughout the state and
creating and managing volunteer projects.
If you are interested in volunteering in
your area, please contact her at fclnyof-
fice@feminsitschoosinglife.org.

Meet Rachel Peller,
Director of Outreach
& Administration for

FCLNY

Feminists Choosing Life welcomes
new board members

Janice O’Rourke
Janice O’Rourke joined the FCL

board of directors during the summer of
2013 and is the Vice President of Sales
Training for Xerox in the U.S.  She has
over twenty five years’ experience in
Sales Management and Marketing for
both Technology and Services at Xerox.
Janice is involved in her community on
the Nativity Prep Board of Directors and
the Board for Nazareth Academy.  She is

active in her local parish and in jail
ministries. She was formerly on the
Board of Directors for the Women’s
Foundation of Genesee Valley and is the
past president of the Women’s Alliance
at Xerox, where she initiated an endow-
ment for annual college scholarships for
Women in Technology. Janice continues
to support initiatives for economic self-
sufficiency for women and girls because
she understands if women and girls have
access to educational advantages and
economic security, they will have more
alternatives to choose life.

Janice currently resides in Penfield,
NY with her husband and youngest son.
They have three other grown children.
Janice has supported pro-life issues
throughout her life, most recently
writing about them while on the
Editorial Board of the Democrat and
Chronicle newspaper.

Tanishia Johnson
Tanishia Johnson joined the FCL

board of directors in the fall of 2013 and
is currently a school counselor at Joseph
C. Wilson Commencement Academy,
where, among other responsibilities, she
coordinates the Peer Ambassador
Program, serves as liaison for the Urban
League of Black Scholars and is the
College Coach for all Wilson Seniors.
She is also an adjunct professor in the
Transitional Studies Department at
Monroe Community College and offers
counseling services to incarcerated youth
through Youth & Justice, a program
offered through Monroe Correctional
Facility and the Monroe County Jail.

Most recently, Tanishia co-authored,
Journey of a Teenage Mother, a collec-
tion of stories that chronicles the
struggles, triumphs and faith of 16
teenage mothers and their families. 

An excerpt:
When my mother learned of my preg-
nancy, she was angry.  I shared with her
that I wanted this baby and she immedi-
ately called my father overseas to share
this news.  My father and I, at this point,
had not spoken to each other in years.
Surprisingly, he did not support my
mother’s desire to forbid me from
moving forward with the pregnancy. At
the same time, my father was not loving,
barely reached out to me and was
dismissive. But he was adamant. “My
daughter will not be going under the
knife.”
If you are interested in learning more
about Tanishia’s book, please go to:
http://www.journeyofateenagemother.com

CHOOSE LIFE License Plate Frame

The Children First Foundation offers
pro-life New Yorkers the opportunity to
receive a CHOOSE LIFE license plate
frame for a donation of $10. Please use
the enclosed postcard to place your
order and be sure to list Feminists
Choosing Life as your pro-life organi-
zation. FCL will receive $5. From each
order received from our members.

 



FCL members at the 2013 LHHL dinner

Jason McQuire and FCL member Gerry
Oftedahl
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Congratulation to Jason McQuire!

Mary Maher Visit Haiti with Midwives for Haiti!

Feminists Choosing Life extends our
warm congratulations to Rev. Jason
McQuire, the 2013 recipient of the Leo
Holmsten Human Life Award. Jason is the
Executive Director of New Yorkers for
Constitutional Freedoms and President of
New York Family Research Foundation.
He works tirelessly to educate New
Yorkers about life and family issues and
actively engages and challenges NYS
legislators on vital pro-life issues.
Jason, working closely with FCL and
many other pro-life organizations in NY,
was instrumental in blocking the passage
of Gov. Cuomo’s Women’s Equality Act.
WEA, with its abortion component, would

have enacted the largest expansion to
abortion rights since the Roe v. Wade deci-
sion that legalized abortion in all 50 states. 
FCL is an annual co-sponsor of the Leo
Holmsten Human Life Award Banquet.

(Mary Maher, PhD., MPH, CNM, Ob/Gyn., RN teaches under-
graduate nursing and women’s studies courses in maternity,
women’s health, transcultural care and health care policy. She
was previously in private practice as a certified midwife and has
recently completed her doctoral research on birth outcomes of
low-risk mothers and infants with a focus on Latina migrant farm
workers. Mary has a passionate interest in global health.)

In July 2013, FCL Vice President visited the city of Hinche
in the Central Plateau of Haiti with Midwives for Haiti. MFH is
an educational program that brings certified U.S. midwives in to
Haiti with expertise, supplies and monetary funding to support
Haitian midwives. 

Mary’s seven day visit included a visit to Missionary Sisters
of Charity Children’s Home, mentoring opportunities to
midwifery students at St. Therese Hospital, lecture presentations
in the classroom and a two hour journey over unpaved roads to
assist in the mobile clinic.

At the end of her stay in Haiti, Mary and her traveling
companion were present at the graduation ceremony for 34
Matrons, traditional birth attendants who had completed a 20
week program about how to recognize pregnancy complications
and the use of safe techniques for home delivery.

In a letter to donors, Mary praised her Haitian hosts for their
creativity, talented instructors, effective treatments for HIV posi-
tive mothers, well-prepared students, strong, resilient mothers
and of course delicious food and spectacular parties.
To learn more about MFH or to make a contribution, please visit
midwivesforhaiti.org Be sure to mention Mary’s name!

During this season of Thanksgiving,
we would like to recognize the
wonderful people within FCL who do
so much to promote peace and life:
Suzanne & Mike Schnittman for
making the 2013 Summer-giving chal-
lenge possible and to the generous
members who stepped up to the challenge.
Grace Rieck, Victoria Tucci and
Rachel Peller, FCL’s summer interns
who devoted so much time to setting up
our new office, writing letters to legis-
lators, making endless phone calls,
attending events and organizing
members for WEA opposition rallies

hosted by FCL.
Audrey and Lauren Sample for repre-
senting FCL at the Southeast Gun Buy
Back
Donna Kearney for organizing FCL’s
information table at the Leo Holmsten
Human Life Award Banquet
Hannah Murphy & Mary Maher for
running a great race to support STOP
THE TRAFFICING-END THE CYCLE
Eileen Verdino, FCL’s tireless volunteer
bookkeeper who keeps us organized and
on budget!
Jean Parker for being FCL’s eyes and

ears at Rochester NOW’s, What’s Next for
the Women’s Equality Act?
Betty Lins for giving FCL such terrific
support all the way from Houston, Texas!
Suzanne Stack, Mary Ellen Finucane,
and Nichole Hungerford for car parking
for FCL’s fundraising at Rochester’s 2013
Clothesline Festival and Steve Markam
for use of the lot.
K. DeMers for representing FCL at
important pro-life meetings and events in
the Albany area.
Rhonda Jones for her tireless outreach
and networking activities throughout our
educational efforts surrounding WEA.

Our Great Volunteers!



Feminists Choosing Life of New York

for your donations.
Membership-$25/year, student memberships-$15/year, organiza-
tional memberships-$35/year
One Time Gifts-Can be made at anytime during the year and can 

project or need.
Scheduled Gifts-This type of contribution can be made on a month-
ly, quarterly or annual basis.
Memorial Gift-make a contribution of any amount in memory of a 
family member or friend.  These contributions will be included in 
our bi-annual newsletter with the person’s name.
Corporate Matching Programs-help your contribution go further 
by checking with the human resources department where you or your 
spouse work to see if your company will match your contribution.
Planned Giving-remember FCLNY when donating through United 

Service-Contributions can be made in the form of services such as 
graphic design, printing, marketing, publishing, medical advisory, 
legal advisory or sponsorships.

Your contribution can be made through the mail or through PayPal using 
your account balance or a credit card.  Please send checks to:

FCLNY, PO Box 10188, Rochester, NY 14610
To make a pledge, please send a note to: info@feministschoosinglife.org 

or call 585.234.5416

Ways to g ive FCLNY Membership Form
I would like to join

Feminists Choosing Life of New York

New Member      or     Renewal

Name ________________________________________

Address  _____________________________________

City  _________________ State _______ Zip ________

Phone (day)  __________________________________

Phone (evening)  _______________________________

E-mail  ______________________________________

Please send new membership information to a friend:

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________
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PO BOX 10188, Rochester, NY 14610        585.234.5416
www.FeministsChoosingLife.org

Ways to give
FCL is a non-profit organization that receives no state or
federal funds for its operations or activities.  We rely 100% on
the generosity of our pro-life/pro-woman members and
friends.  Please consider increasing your yearly gift to FCL so
we can continue to be a voice for the most vulnerable in NY
State.
Ways you can give:
• contribute $50, $100 or any amount through ROC the Day

on December 11th.
• Designate your United Way contribution to FCL by using

code 2500.
• Go on-line and make a one-time contribution through

www.feministschoosinglife.org
• Check the date of expiration on your newsletter label to

be sure your membership is up to date.  If it is expired,
renew today.

• Contact FCL with an annual pledge.
• Kindly respond with your contribution when you are

contacted during FCL’s summer fundraising drive.
As always, thank you for your continued generosity and
support.

Send $35 ($15 for students) membership dues payable to
Feminists Choosing Life for New York and mail to

1255 University Avenue, Suite 146
Rochester. NY 14607-1643

 


